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Groups vow to fight dove hunting law

By Jennifer Mitchell, The News-Herald

PUBLISHED: August 11, 2004

LANSING — They might have lost the battle, but 
they aren't giving up the fight.

As Michigan's first mourning dove season since 
1905 approaches, the many groups that spoke out 
earlier this year against the bird hunt have 
banded together for a petition drive.

The groups, which include the Songbird 
Protection Coalition and the Michigan Audubon 
Society, pledged Thursday to collect signatures 
from 158,000 registered voters.

That number allows the groups to put a dove 
hunt referendum on the 2006 ballot to reverse a 
law signed in June by Gov. Jennifer Granholm.

Groups such as the American Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and The 
Humane Society of the United States also are 
joining with state groups to try to make the first 
dove hunting season the last.

Together, they are calling themselves the 
Coalition to Restore the Dove Shooting Ban and 
they are seeking volunteers to collect petition 
signatures.

A hunting season for the bird has yet to be set, 
but opponents say they fear it could begin in 
early September.



 

 

 

 TOP JOBS

multi specialty practice 
seeks full-time medical 
assistant. X-Ray k...

MEDICAL Assistant Busy

1 yr. over the road exp. 
Paid training Great 
benefits Retireme...

DRIVERS-CAR HAULERS 

ALL 
SPECIALTIES Interview 
today for immediate 
openings First Assi...

NURSES Registered 
Nurses 

POLICE DEPARTMENT 
The City of Ecorse Police 
Department is accepting 
applica...

CITY OF ECORSE

 [  ]View All Top Jobs

 TOP AUTOS

2002 Silver 11,200 miles. 
Asking $10,000 or best 
offer. 734-546-1418.

DODGE STRATUS SXT

GT 
1997 red, 69K mi., newer 
tires & brakes, moon roof 
$4500. 313-516-3293

PONTIAC GRAND AM

GTP 2000 loaded, runs & 
drives great, 62K, $8,800/ 
best. 313-995-1989

PONTIAC GRAND Prix

V6, 
3.0, runs great, very 
dependable. 108K 
highway mi., Asking 
$2,600/bes...

FORD TAURUS 1997 

 [  ]View All Top Autos

 TOP HOMES

CONSTRUCTION 1500 + 
sq. ft., 3 bedroom ranch, 2 
bath, 2 car attached 
garage, ...

TRENTON NEW 

SOUTHGATE, 3 bedroom

During its July meeting, the state Natural 
Resources Commission directed the state 
Department of Natural Resources to draft dove 
hunting regulations.

Those regulations are to be presented to the 
commission tomorrow.

A 30-day public comment period follows, and the 
commission is expected to approve the 
regulations at its Sept. 9 meeting.

One of the biggest concerns of opponents is the 
environmental hazard they say killing the birds 
poses.

The lead shot used to knock the birds from the 
air and perches can bioaccumulate in the food 
system, said James Bull of Lincoln Park, 
president of the Detroit Audubon Society.

"Mourning doves are a valuable food source for 
many predators, including eagles and raptors," 
Bull said Thursday at a Lansing press 
conference. "Injured doves full of lead shot 
would be prime targets for those predators and 
scavengers."

Peggy Ridgway, president of the Michigan 
Audubon Society, calls it an environmental issue.

She said the use of toxic lead shot adds another 
heavy weight to "our already burdened 
environment."

Bull added that dove hunting could have a 
drastic impact on the species' population.

"Since many doves are still nesting in mid-
October, a fall hunting season would leave 
countless orphan nestlings to die of starvation or 
exposure," Bull said.

Proponents of hunting the bird, such as Sam 
Washington of the Michigan United Conservation 
Clubs, say the decision was based "on the 
scientific management of resources."

Besides Michigan, 39 other states have legalized 
mourning dove hunting.

To provide comment to the NRC, fax comments 



brick Ranch, basement, 
garage, C/A, immediate 
occupancy. exc. conditi...

bdrm. 2.5 bath, with 
master suite. 3147 
Birchwood, $249,000. 
Odyssey Bui...

TRENTON PERFECT 4

Condo, bsmt., some 
hardwood floors, new 
kitchen and bathrooms, 
custom cl...

SOUTHGATE 2 story

 [  ]View All Top Homes

  TOP RENTALS

executive suites starting at 
$300 per month. On 
Michigan Ave. 313-561-...

WEST DEARBORN Prime

bdrm., 
central air, balcony, 
completely remodeled, 
Allen Park Schools, car 
po...

ALLEN PARK 2

1,500 sq.ft. 4 
bdrm, air, new paint, 
ceiling fans, all 
appliances,...

WYANDOTTE- 2228 
Biddle.

1 
bath, a/c, Southwick Sq. 
co. op. $6,900 734-837-
8220

TRENTON 2 bdrm.,

 [  ]View All Top Rentals
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     or call 1-734-246-0890

to Teresa Gloden, commission secretary, at 1-
517-335-4242 or e-mail her at

.glodent@michigan.gov

Comment also can be submitted by mail to 
Gloden at the Stevens T. Mason Building, 530 W. 
Allegan, Lansing, MI 48909.

For more information on the petition drive, call 
1-517-321-DOVE (3683) or visit the coalition Web 
site at .www.stopshootingdoves.org
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